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What was the old position?  

• Levels – best fit  

• Expected standard was 4B  

• Level 3 – 5 tests  

• Level 6 tests  

• Maths – 2 papers + mental maths recorded test  

• Grammar, punctuation and spelling  

• Reading – three different texts linked to a 
common theme  

• Writing – Teacher assessment  



Main changes  

• No levels – end of year expected statement  

• Mastery curriculum  

• Must have consistent evidence of all 
statements  

• Change in emphasis and focus for the 
curriculum and the tests  

• No allowances for poor spelling/dyslexia  



The SATS 2016 
  

• Maths: 3 papers 
– Arithmetic:  30 minutes – 36 questions  
– Reasoning: 2 papers 40 minutes each   

• Grammar, punctuation and spelling 
– 2 part paper 
– GPS: 45 minutes  
– Spellings : test of 20 

• Reading   
– 1 hour paper 
– 3 different texts: not linked by topic anymore  

 



Raw Scores, Scaled scores & TA 

• Maths score out of 110  

• Reading out of 50  

• GPS out of 70  (20 spellings)  

• Scaled score – 100 is expected standard  

• Teacher assessment will be completed against 
the interim framework. All statements must 
show consistent evidence to achieve the end 
of year expectations 



Reading  





Reading assessment questions  







Grammar Punctuation 
and Spelling - GPS 

(SPAG)  



Grammar Punctuation and Spelling 
GPS (SPAG)  

The grammar, punctuation and spelling test will consist of two 
parts: a grammar and punctuation paper requiring short 
answers, lasting 45 minutes and an aural spelling test of 20 
words, lasting around 15 minutes.  

It will have a greater focus on knowing and applying grammatical 
terminology and explicit knowledge of precise technical 
vocabulary.  For example:   

• Present perfect tense of verbs   

 i.e. He has gone out to play rather than he went out to play 

• Synonym, antonym, ellipsis, fronted adverbials, relative and 
subordinate clauses  

 



Grammar Punctuation and Spelling 
GPS (SPAG)  

The grammar and punctuation test will include two 
sub-types of questions:  

• Selected response 

e.g. ‘Identify the adjectives in the sentence below’  

• Constructed response 

e.g. Correct/complete /rewrite the sentence below,’ 
or, ‘ The sentence below has an apostrophe missing. 
Explain why it needs an apostrophe.’ 



 



Grammar Punctuation and Spelling 
GPS ( SPAG) questions  









Changes to KS2 Maths  

Children will sit three papers in maths: 

• Paper 1: arithmetic, 30 minutes 

• Papers 2 and 3: reasoning, 40 minutes  

 

Paper 1 will consist of fixed response questions, 
where children have to give the correct answer 
to calculations, including long multiplication and 
division.  



Sample arithmetic questions  

6.1 + 0.3 =  48 ÷ 6 =   

 2.5 + 0.05 =       20% of 1,500 =  

     5 × 4 × 7 =   

100 × 100 =     1,034 + 586 =  
  24 × 3 =     1,440 ÷ 12 = 
    630 ÷ 9 =   

1.28 × 100 =  

                                    4²  =  



Papers 2 & 3 Reasoning  

Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of question types, 
including:  

• Multiple choice  

• True or false 

• Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a 
calculation, drawing a shape or completing a table or chart  

• Less constrained questions, where children will have to 
explain their  approach for solving a problem 

• Mixing of concepts, skills and topics  



Sample reasoning questions  









Where can I get the sample papers?   

• https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/
national-curriculum-assessments-2016-
sample-materials 
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Grammar Punctuation and Spelling 
appendix and glossary  

• https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/syst
em/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/En
glish_Appendix_2_-
_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf 

 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/syst
em/uploads/attachment_data/file/244216/En
glish_Glossary.pdf 
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Questions:  

Q : Can a pupil “fail Year 6”.  What does this mean?  Will this 
prevent them from moving up to secondary school?  
A : No, this will not stop them moving up to Secondary school. 
After the SATS , you as parents will receive their results which 
will include their actual test scores ( raw scores ) a 
standardised score and whether your child has achieved the 
expected standard for the end of Year 6. There will not be a 
pass/fail but a yes/no to the expected standard.  
For this year any year 6 pupil who does not meet the expected 
standard will not have to retake the tests again in Year 7. 
However, the government have stated that this will be the 
practice from September 2017.   
 



Questions:  

Q : A friend has advised all children have to do “joined up 
writing” in their exams or they will be marked down – is this 
true? 
A : No children will not be marked down if they do not join 
their handwriting up in the exams. There are statements in the 
curriculum which relate to joined up handwriting but there are 
no specific marks awarded or taken away linked to the joining 
of handwriting.  

The key phrase related to handwriting in Year 6 
is  "maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting 
through choosing whether or not to join specific letters. " 

However, there is evidence that children who do join up their 
handwriting often write faster and it can help their spelling 

ability too.  
 
 



Questions:  

Q : When are the SATS ?  

A: The SATS are due to be taken in the week 
beginning the 9th May. There will be further 
meetings regarding SATS and the timetable 
nearer the time in 2016.  

Parent information meetings on how to help 
your children with managing ‘stress’ and SATS 
will be available after school in April.  



Questions:  

Q: Can we know when the children are being assessed?  

A: We no longer have formal assessment weeks in school 
for Year 6. The formal tests are spread over a couple of 
weeks so as not to over-face the children and to ensure 
that learning is not disrupted by constant tests for a 
week.  

Year 6 classes may sit tests at different times according to 
their individual timetables, however, we will ensure that 
parents are aware when assessment tests may be taken 
over a fortnightly period.  

 

 



Questions:  

Q : What happens if my child is ill on the day of 
the SATS?  

A : If your child is off sick during SATS week we 
can apply for a timetable and they may be able 
to sit the test on another day/time. However, the 
tests are a snapshot and the secondary schools 
are more interested and rely more on our 
teacher assessment which they collect in June 
prior to SATS results.  

 


